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	Northamptonshire Skills and Learning Consortium

March 2010 Newsletter
This monthly mailer intends to provide a brief overview of consortium activity, an update on current projects and information on new opportunities for those involved in the VCS.  For further information on any items included in this mailer, or for any questions you have, please get in touch:

Alexis Rich 
Development Worker                     07891 826 994         alexisr@enable.uk.net
Emily Fairley 
Development Worker                     07891 826 881         emilyf@enable.uk.net
Gary Philips 
Workforce Development Adviser         07772 691323         garyph@enable.uk.net


	Landline: 01536 526411                Website www.northantsconsortium.co.uk
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ESF Community Grants – Last Chance

We held our 5th selection panel on Monday 8th March 2010 at Kettering Centre for the Unemployed.  

A total of 15 bids were scored and we are delighted that funding is likely to be awarded to at least 10 organisations.  

Thanks to everyone who gave their time and support to this process.

 

Community Grants are now funding nearly 30 projects in Northamptonshire that progress hard-to-reach participants towards employment.

 

In our next newsletter we will be able to provide a full breakdown of the projects we have funded, their geographical location and the 'community of need' they are supporting.

The Skills Pledge
It has been another exciting month for the Skills Pledge commitment. Many more of our members have signed up to the pledge, helping their employees on the road to achieving better qualifications and confidence within the workplace. 

A question that regularly arises is how long does the Skills Pledge last and support from the NSLC last? To answer this, it is simply for as long as it exists as there is no shelf life for the Skills Pledge and support from your Workforce Development Adviser is concurrent.
April is on course to be another great month with current members and new members keen to sign the Skills Pledge. If you would like to learn more about the pledge and how it could benefit your organisation please contact Gary.
Certificate in Learning Support (Numeracy) City and Guilds 9297
If you’re supporting learners with numeracy or have numeracy elements to the support you provide, then the time has come to get your skills accredited. 

Gaining a qualification in Learning Support will enable you to; be more effective, learn new techniques to support learners and be well-placed when applying for  teaching or teaching assistant qualifications.
 
The Certificate in Learning Support is aimed at people who 'help out' in classes. It provides a solid foundation for those who wish to support people in their learning environment, working under the guidance of a specialist teacher.
 
This course will develop your awareness and support understanding of the issues surrounding adult numeracy. It will also provide practical ways for you to develop your supporting skills and help you to put them to use in your existing role or as a volunteer tutor within the Skills for Life team.
 
This course consists of 4 units:

· Literacy, language, numeracy and ICT needs for work, education and life 

· Supporting learners 

· Develop an understanding of numeracy 

· Skills check and signposting 

This course will be running over 8 weeks (one day per week) beginning at the end of June 2010. The course will be available free of charge to all NSLC members. If you are interested in finding out more or booking a place on this course please contact either Alexis or Emily. 

 Apprenticeships – The last chance to have your say

Third Sector are reaching the final month of the consultation process on apprentices. This is your last chance to have your say on what skills and knowledge an apprentice doing on the job training in a third sector organisation should learn and be able to do!
 
There are two ways that you can let them know what you think. You can take part in an online survey or you can come to one of the focus groups they are running in London and Manchester at the end of April.  Please note there are limited places available on the focus groups so please register your interest as soon as possible.
 
If you haven’t done so already, please fill in the online survey. There’s a £100 Amazon voucher if you fill it in before 28 April.  If you’d prefer to say what you think in person email apprenticeships@skills-thirdsector.org.uk for details of the focus groups.
 
Skills – Third Sector have been charged with writing an apprenticeships framework for the third sector. They want to make sure that the framework they produce is one that is practical and something that you are going to use. They can’t do that without knowing what you need and what you think is important for apprentices to learn.
Sports Clubs

We have been made aware of a source of small amounts of funding available for sports clubs. One important service that the infrastructure support team at SNVB offers local voluntary groups is guidance on funding sources. In fact, information and advice on funding is one of the most common requests we receive from groups.Cash 4 clubs is one example of a funding stream that has recently come to our notice.

Cash 4 clubs offers all sports clubs in the UK the chance to win grants ranging from £250 to £1000 and according to their website “it is a simple scheme aimed at giving community clubs a helping hand and provide the opportunity to raise the money they need to invest in their club”.

More information can be found on the website http://cash-4-clubs.com/
Nick can be contacted on nick@snvb.org.uk or ring 01280 841250 if you want to update information on your group
The Peoples Millions
The People's Millions - the popular partnership between the Big Lottery Fund and ITV - is now open for applications for 2010.

This is your chance to win up to £50,000 to improve your local area. Come up with a new and original idea that will make life better for people where you live, and you could be on ITV this November, competing for viewers' votes.

The application form and further details can be found at www.peoplesmillions.org.uk 

Be quick though, the deadline for entries is 12pm on 14 May 2010. 
Members News

· Drug Awareness & Prevention session for Parents

Interactive, practical and fun session covering a serious message – topics will include: what drugs look like, drug categories and their effects, paraphernalia, and the law. Also learn how to put in place prevention strategies within your family unit to safeguard your children. There will be plenty of opportunities to ask questions. Dates as follows:
· Thursday 1st April, 7.45-9.45pm @ Full Gospel Church, High Street South, Rushden, NN10 0QY

· Monday 19th April, 7-9pm @ Salvation Army, 66 Rockingham Road, Kettering, NN16 8JU (use Regent Street entrance)

The course free, although pre-registration required due to limited places available – contact Camille on 07722896247 or c.cummings@hopeuk.org – book in early to secure your place!

Get your voluntary group in shape – South Northants
SNVB is providing free information and advice clinics to voluntary and community groups in libraries across South Northantamptonshire during March and April.

If your interested in finding out more, please contact SNVB on 01327 358264


	


Safe Guarding Training Event

We have been advised SNVB that they are organising a Safe guarding event on the 26th April, We will circulate confirmed information and agenda as soon as we have it, in the meantime please contact Mel Bignell for more information.

Would you like a group or an event that your organization is running to be published in this section? Contact us with any news items you may have.

Join us! 

NSLC aims to support VCS organisations and groups in meeting the learning, skills and economic development needs within the communities of Northamptonshire.  The consortium is increasing in numbers and we are always keen to welcome new members.  
Our aims are:

· To be the recognised forum and communication channel for involvement and consultation

· To facilitate collaboration within the sector and other sectors 

· To develop the capacity of the sector as providers of learning

· To provide an infrastructure that will enable VCS organisations to contract for the delivery of learning

There are a variety of membership options to suit all types of organisations. 

Please get in touch or visit our website to find out more and obtain an application form.
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