Invitation:

 “Small Businesses – Essential for Economic Growth”

Friday 10th July 2009      9.30am - 2 pm        Lunch included.

We are delighted to invite you to take part in an event to be held at Eastwood Hall Conference Centre, Eastwood, Nottingham  NG16 3SS on Friday 10th July 2009, commencing at 09.30 for registration and coffee.  Presentations will commence at 10.00, with the morning finishing with lunch served at 13.00.  

Over 99% of businesses in our region employ less than 50 people, amounting to just under 50% of the private sector workforce.  These small businesses are a major part of our local economy, contributing nearly 40% of business turnover. It is therefore vital in these difficult economic times that all organisations which have any influence over how small businesses operate should make sure that their policies, plans and activities support them and minimise their barriers to growth.

A year ago FSB Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, together with the other FSB regions in the East Midlands published “East Midlands - Going for Growth”.  It primarily demonstrated how local authorities interact with small businesses, the particular issues that are unique to small businesses, and why/how local authorities should adopt a positive approach towards them.  An event was held in Summer 08 to help break down some of the perceived barriers between the private and the public sectors and many positive ideas came out of that meeting. We were also pleased to see that the press and media recognised the importance of the subject and provided excellent coverage before and after the event.

The issues are not just confined to local authorities however and so we are widening the approach this year to include public bodies and partnerships operating in other areas such skills/training, and business support.

An agenda will be sent out nearer the time but it is envisaged that the morning will include the following:

        Introduction - The FSB and priority issues for small businesses in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 

        FSB Research findings – From Lifting the Barriers to Growth” 2008 and subsequent surveys.

         Group discussions to develop ideas for future action priorities for the region.  Subjects:

         Business Support and Finance

         Skills and Training

         Transport, environment and ICT

         Crimes against business

         Work-life balance

        Presentation of two Awards:  For a local authority and for another public body which, in our opinion, have made the most significant changes designed to help small businesses over the past year.  

If you are able to attend, or send a representative to the event and would like to apply for an Award please indicate so on the reply form and then send information about your initiative, outputs and outcomes for the local small business community to Jan Stanley by post or e mail, to be received no later than Friday 26th June.  (No more than one side of A4 please)  We will then select the two we consider have made the greatest impact for the Awards and ask the representatives of those organisations to say a few words at the event about what they have done.

I attach a reply form with this invitation.   I’d be grateful if you could please complete it and e mail it back to Jan Stanley.  If you cannot attend in person please do pass the invitation to another person in your organisation with an interest in the subject.

On behalf of the Regional Committee I hope you are able to accept the invitation and look forward to meeting you on the day.

Yours sincerely


Paul Maloney
Chairman, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Region

Jan Stanley
Regional Organiser, Notts and Derbys
Federation of Small Businesses
PO Box 7029, Middleton, Derby.  DE4 9AL

Tel: 01629 825314  Fax: 01629 824577 Mobile: 07917 628931 E Mail: jan.stanley@fsb.org.uk   Web: www.fsb.org.uk/nottsandderbys 
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  Visit the FSB conference website  
