The “Increasing the number of apprenticeship places in the public sector in the East Midlands” project. The project is delivered by LLCLP (with local input) and is funded by the East Midlands Learning and Skills Council’s ‘Regional Skills Fund’.
Context
· The take up of apprenticeships in the public sector in the Lincolnshire and Rutland and elsewhere in the East Midland is low compared to the proportion of the workforce employed in the sector.
Update since January 2008 

· The Lincolnshire and Rutland contributor to this project (Chris Donkin) has met with colleagues from the other counties in the East Midlands in January 2008, to identify common issues across the region and to develop an added value local consortium model which will make it easier for more public sector employers to venture into offering apprenticeships. 
· This model will consist of the use of a range of promotional materials (leaflets, powerpoint presentations and web based platforms) to advertise the benefits of increasing apprenticeships. The City of Lincoln Council, The Lincolnshire County Council and South Holland District Council have been approached and agreed to be ‘case study’ organisations.
· The promotional materials will be available from mid April. Chris Donkin has submitted the ‘copy’ from L&R to be used.

· The ‘Work Based Academy’ have become members of the Compact’s Learning and Development Theme Group and will work with the Compact to promote apprenticeship programmes in the sector.
Next Steps

· The promotional materials will be made available to HR professionals in the sector from mid April 2008 and support on how to best use these materials will be provided by the Compact facilitator.
· The LSC have commissioned an event to promote the increase in Apprenticeships in the public sector. This event will take place in late May (date to be decided). The  ‘case study’ organisations (i.e. The City of Lincoln Council, The Lincolnshire County Council and South Holland District Council) have agreed to participate in the event.
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