Boston College Supporting NKDC – A ‘test the organisation’ event
The test was supported by Chris Donkin DonkinITEX. The Council nominated Boston College as their provider of choice for following up the test to address identified Workforce Development needs. The main test event took place on 16th February 2011 and 41 staff were ‘tested’ on this day at two different venues. Two weeks later another opportunity to take the test was facilitated, specifically for the Support Coordinator team, and on this occasion 19 staff were tested. Hence a total of 60 employees took part. A summary of the results of the ‘test’ are shown below.

	60 Tested
	No
	Will access support
	May access support
	Will / may access support
	Support not needed or declined

	Entry 2
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Entry 3
	4
	4
	0
	4
	0

	Level 1
	7
	4
	2
	6
	1

	Level 2
	28
	8
	2
	10
	18

	Level 3
	20
	1
	0
	1
	19

	Totals
	60
	18
	4
	22
	38

	Percentage who will access support
	30%

	Percentage who will possibly access support
	7%

	Percentage who will or may access support
	37%


Of the total of 60 people tested, 18 indicated that they would access subsequent support with possibly 4 more joining this cohort. One of these individuals scored a ‘level 3’ result but does not have a formal qualification in numeracy. The Council’s HR Manager organised the test events and considered the experience to be very positive in raising the profile of Skills for Life in the organisation.

Eight months after the test, Geoff Whitwell of Boston College reported that an NKDC numeracy class was started in the Autumn. Eleven learners enrolled on the course and 9 completed and achieved a nationally recognised qualification in numeracy. It is believed that the other 7 who indicated that they intended to enrol on a numeracy course following the ‘test’ have studied with support from a different learning provider. All ‘testees’ who reported that they ‘would or may’ access further support were given information and advice relating to their possible next steps. In summary, following a successful test event, at least 9 employees have now acquired a nationally recognised qualification in numeracy.
Pictures from the North Kesteven District Council Test Event
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The TUC support for the test. Those pictured include NKDC Union Learning Reps, The Unison Learning rep from South Holland District Council and Lisa Stones of TUC Unionlearn
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NKDC employees deep in concentration attempting the test
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Opposite: Geoff Whitwell of Boston College providing feedback to a ‘tested’ employee








