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Northamptonshire Public Sector Compact 

Minutes of Steering Group meeting at Northampton College on 
5th March 2008
Present 

Sheila Sturgeon (SS)



NTDP
Clare Reynolds (CR)



Learning and Skills Council
Valda Carpenter (VC)



Kettering Borough Council

Jo Garner (JG)




Tresham

Alison Hope (AH)




Tresham
David Dobbin (DD)




Jobcentre Plus

Chris Donkin (CD)




Compact Facilitator
Sophie Peters (Minutes) (SP) 


NTDP

Apologies



Clare Allen (CA)




Probation Service

Dianne Panter (DP)




NHS Consortium

Nicola Capewell (NC)



South Northants Council

Rosemary Daniel (RD)



Daventry District Council
Maxine Rhodes (MR)



University of Northampton
Len Closs (LC)




Northampton College

Marina Duckmanton (MD)



Jobcentre Plus

1.
Welcome / Apologies
SS welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone introduced themselves.

2.
Minutes of Last Meeting
It was agreed that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting.
3.
Matters Arising

SS confirmed that an email has been sent regarding generic training needs.

DD asked who holds a list of those companies signed up to The Skills Pledge.  
CR informed the group that EMB hold this information.

As Marina Duckmanton was unable to attend the meeting it was agreed to 


move the Local Employer Partnership update to the June Agenda.

4.
Feedback from Work Based Learning Opportunities Event
CD updated the group on the WBL event which had taken place on 29th February 2008 at Sunley Management Centre.    There had been a very good representation of organisations,  i.e. Police,  NHS,  Probation,  Councils,  Colleges etc.  Four delegates had expressed an interest in joining the Learning & Development and Recruitment & Retention sub groups.  CD would email their contact details to SP.
AH stated that she had been at the event and she had noticed that several organisations do not realise that there are “white collar” apprenticeships. This event was an eye opener for such organisations.  
A list of Agencies who offer support was listed,  Public Sector organisations are often unsure of who is available to offer help and advice.

Several organisations had the problem of attracting the right people into the right jobs and also getting the right level of commitment.  VC stated that her organisation has no problem attracting young people,  they receive a lot of interest.  Is this just a perception rather than a reality ?  Maybe it is a view of the past ?  CD offered to email a leaflet about attracting young people into local Government to SP for circulation to the group (attached to Minutes).
SS informed the group that it is clear from new legislation that the Public Sector will be set targets by the Government and expected to meet them.

It will be written into Public Sector contracts that the organisation will be expected to participate in the National Apprenticeship Service and the criteria must be met.  Schools are also now obliged to inform about apprenticeships.

AH stated that colleges are researching Programme Led Apprenticeships – where the learner will start in college and achieve technical certificate and key skills and then go in to the work place.

Some organisations were reluctant to sign up to The Skills Pledge as they were under the impression that there was a timescale in which it had to be achieved.  The group agreed that the Launch Conference would be a good opportunity to highlight that there is not a timeline.  SS to include on Agenda.
Handouts were given to the group showing feedback results.   Overall feedback was very good.  

CD was thanked for arranging and facilitating this event.

5.    
Update on progress of PSC Launch Event – 29th April 2008
SS handed out the invite to the Launch Conference.  The charge of £25.00 per delegate will cover catering costs. The University of Northampton have offered us the entire Sunley Management Centre at no cost to the PSC.

Len Closs,  Principal of Northampton College will be Chairing the event.
Mickey Burke,  Director of West Midlands PSC will be doing a presentation on their success story.

Karen Woodward,  Regional Skills Director EM LSC will be doing a presentation on The Opportunities for Skills Development,  and The Skills Pledge.

There will be four workshops :-

· Equality and Diversity – Making it Work

SS explained that to date she had not found anyone to lead this workshop.  AH offered to speak to Richard Irons from Tresham regarding this.  AH to liaise with SP.

Since this discussion,  alternative arrangements have been made with someone NTDP were already in conversation with.

· Apprenticeships – Skills for Young Employers
· Recruiting – New Approaches
· Investing in Qualification and Skills
Each workshop will be followed by a Q&A session.
There will be a Marketplace – there will be a £50.00 charge (this will cover catering costs for two delegates per stand).  Three providers have booked a stand so far and several others have expressed an interest.
At the event there will be a Skills Pledge “wall” showing who has signed up,  given commitment etc.

6.
Any Other Business
CR explained to the group that Chris Donkin would be taking over the facilitating role from April.  She wished to thank NTDP for their hard work facilitating the Steering Group and Sub Groups over the past year.
SS informed the group that her contract at NTDP was ending on 31st March 2008.  However she would be working for NTDP as a freelance consultant for two days a week over the next three months.

CD wanted to thank NTDP for all their hard work and support,  and in particular Sophie for her help with the handover.  He is looking forward to working with the Group.

Everyone wished Jo Garner good luck with her forthcoming baby and thanked her for contributions to the PSC.  She is expecting to return to work after her maternity leave.

SP agreed to forward Spotlight e-newsletter to AH and Richard Drake at Northampton College.

Action : SP send Spotlight e-newsletter to AH and Richard Drake  

Date of next Meeting
Wednesday 4th June 2008,  11.00am-12.30pm at Tresham Business Institute, Windmill Avenue Campus,  Kettering.
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